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understand.  

Everyone stood and 
sang, and before they 
sat down all the men 
in the congregation 
moved from one side 
of the building to the 
other side, and 
likewise the women 
moved from where 
they were sitting to 
the opposite side.  

W h a t  t h e 
missionaries didn’ t 
notice was that the 
husband had sat 
dow n on t he 
women’s side and his 
wife had sat down on 
the men’ s side. 
Rather than shame 
these two new 
missionaries and 
have them  adjust to 
the cul ture, the 
kindly Zambians all 
switched sides to 
adj ust  t o t he 
missionaries culture! 

What do you do 
when everythi ng 
seems strange? When 
nothing is familiar? 
Do you want to run 
and hide? Feel like a 
fish out of water? 

As missionaries, we 
receive training to 
live in and reach 
different cultures. We 
try our best to 
observe the local 
customs, and like the 
Apostle Paul said, 
“become all things to 
all men”.  

Before coming to 
Zambia, a certain 
missionary fami ly  
had been trained to 
recognize and adapt 
to different cultures.  

One Sunday after 
arriving in Zambia 
the fami l y was 
invited to a church 
service. The African 
pastor asked the 

missionaries to come 
late because in his 
culture, the honored 
guests always come 
late.  

Wanting to be 
sensitive to the 
culture, the family 
came an hour after 
the service started, 
just like the African 
pastor said they 
should. A bench had 
been reserved for the 
missionary guests in 
the middle of  the 
congregation. The 
husband and wife 
and their children sat 
down. 

The African pastor 
said, “Let’s all stand 
and sing another 
song”. Then he said 
something else in the 
local language which 
the mi ssi onary 
f am i l y  d i dn ’ t 
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There are over 2000 
different language 
groups in Africa, 

each with their own 
unique culture. 

Shaking hands and 
greeting everyone is 
an important part of 

African culture. 

 A church service where men and women sit separately. 

1. Honeymoon phase – Excitement of new things. 

2. Rejection phase – “I’ve had enough I want to go home!” 

3. Regression phase - You spend much of your time speaking your own language,           
                   watching videos from your home country, eating food from home, etc. 

4. At-ease-at-last phase - You have become comfortable in the  new culture. 

5. Reverse culture shock—Unfamiliar with life when you return to your home country. 
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We pray for you, our partners in the Gospel, 
daily. One of our prayers is that you will take 
your stand against those things in your culture 
that are not glorifying to God.  
 

Every culture has some good things and 
some bad things. May God give you the 
strength to stand for Him and be the salt and 
light He wants you to be. 

Children adapt 
quickly to other 
cultures.  
 
Isaac has fun 
learning how to carry 
things on his head. 
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When pouring water 
for washing before 
meals a Zambian 
woman will often kneel 
before her guests. 

Address after March 29th 
 

       Ken & Sue Sawka 
c/o 100 Cunningham Lane 
      Steubenville, OH   43953-3624 
       Phone:   740-264-3068 
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Address for Support 
 

The Word for the World 
PO Box 26363 
Colorado Springs CO 80936-6363 Partnership gifts should be sent to our 

office in Colorado but not to our 
African address. 
 
Please make checks payable to The 
Word for the World, USA and include 
a note saying “for Ken & Sue Sawka”.  

God’s Word for all people in their heart language 

Gifts are tax deductible. The Word for the 
World Bible Translators is a 501 (c) (3) reli-
gious non-profit organization. 
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Update  — Need for a Home  
 
In our last letter we told you about possible plans to build a home that could be used each time 
we return to the USA. Since then churches and men have said they’d like to help. We still need 
more volunteers. Here’s a rough outline of the building plans: 
 

June     – complete the basement, build deck 
July      – Put up the walls and roof 
August – electrical, plumbing, interior work and much finishing 
Sept      – more finishing and we’d like to occupy 
 

Could you come and help too? If so please email or write us.  
 
We also need a home in the Steubenville, Ohio area to rent until we could occupy the home 
people may help build. Please let us know if you are aware of a home we could rent. 

Building together is fun ! 

At the end of March we will be returning to 
the USA for at least a year of home 
assignment. We haven’t visited many of our 
supporting churches and friends for over five 
or six years. We are always surprised to see 
how things have changed in our home 
country. Pray that we adjust and trust God 
through every circumstance.  

Schedule 
 
March 29th: Fly from Zambia 
March 30th: Arrive in Phoenix, Arizona 
April: California to Texas 
May: Texas to Ohio 
Later: New Jersey, Alabama, Florida 
Mid 2008 : Return to Zambia 
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