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Moving our family to Africa took over a year of 
preparation. Things really began to intensify last 
year in February when we bought a sea container 
to pack the equipment that we would need to do 
Bible translation in Africa. From then on it was 
pack! Pack! Pack! Work! Work! Work! 
 

 
The road ahead would not be easy. We would have 
thousands of miles and months of traveling ahead 
of us before we would eventually board a plane for 
our overseas journey. There was much talk and an-
ticipation of what it would be like for each of us. 
But finally, in September, we were on our way, 
leaving the Bible translation center in Dallas where 
we had served for over six years. The long journey 

to where God had 
called us was begin-
ning and we were ex-
cited.  
 
On that first night of 
our trip, we left late 
in the day as we were 
driving for only three 
hours to stay with 
friends the first night. 
Isaac, who is four 
years old, fell asleep 
in the van and we 
placed him in bed.  
When he awoke the 
next morning in a 
different home– a 
normal American 
home— he looked all 
around and asked in 
all seriousness “ Is 
this Africa”? I 
laughed at his inno-

cence, knowing that we had so many miles and so 
many hard days of traveling before we would fi-
nally reach the African continent. 
 
Eventually in December we did spend our first 
night in Africa. We arrived late in the night  
and again Isaac had fallen asleep along the way. 

Reach out and touch someone!!  
 

At  a zoo in Zambia Sarah got a surprise moments after 
this photo was taken  when this young elephant climbed 

through a fence and escaped. It chased us a short 
distance but was more curious than dangerous. 

We placed him in bed at a guest house and tucked 
a mosquito net around him. In the middle of the 
night he awoke to a strange environment with a net 
all around his bed. He began to whimper. I crawled 
out of my bed, climbed into bed with him and in 
the darkness said, “ I’m here” . I held him close and 
whispered in his ear, “  I’m your friend.”  This was 
enough to calm him so that he could go to sleep 
again. 

Continued on page 2 

Our container has 
arrived in South 
Africa and will next 
travel overland to 
Zambia. 

Elisabeth tries her hand at a water pump. 

There’s lots of fun things to do 
in  Africa. 



Africa is a land of great generosity and a land of great 
need. A place of beautiful people and sad stories. A 
place of freedom and a place of bondage. It’s a land 
of diversity and complexity that is impossible to 
capture in words.  
 
There are 2,044 different language groups in Africa—
– each of them a people that God has called to be His 
own!! Only about 700 of these language groups have 
or have started a Bible translation, so many languages 
go without their own translation of God’s Word.  
That’s why we are here representing you—that they 
might one day have the Bible.  
 
We’re just beginning to learn about the translation 
needs in this part of Africa. It’s a scary thing to 
consider all the needs and what is before us. But like 
Isaac in the middle of the night we can cry out to God 
and He tells us in Africa,  “ I’m here. I’m your friend” .  
 
 

Continued from page 1 

Ken and  Pastor Salimo who works with the Bible 
Society in Zambia. They have asked us to help in 

their training programs. 

Financial gifts and support   Personnel Correspondence  
 

The Word for the World        Ken & Sue Sawka 
Please do not use  
"Post Office Box"  

or "PO Box" but make sure 
you use "Postnet Box" 

PO Box 26363      Postnet Box 373 

Colorado Springs CO      P/Bag E891                      
                        80936-6363       Manda Hill 

        Lusaka, Zambia 
   

Include a note saying “ for Ken & Sue Sawka”  
Email 

ksawka@zamnet.zm      

Check out our website at  
 www.KenAndSue.org 

 

Facts about Africa:  
 
· 56 different countries and 2,044 languages.  

· 800 million people.  

· The average lifespan in Africa is 48 and falling. 

· 1 in 3 people is undernourished, and preventable dis-
eases run rampant.  

· 1 in out of 5 people in Zambia is HIV positive.   

· Over 12 million orphans due to AIDS. 

 
Sue and our friend Kapasa look at a map of Zambia.  

Kapasa works with the Taabwa  Bible Translation Project. 
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“The tragedy of the tsunami [that occurred in 

December in the Indian Ocean] was through the 

force of nature.  
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� British Prime Minister Tony Blair commenting on the 

suffering and deaths due to war and other factors in Africa. 



� � � � � �� � � �	 
 � � �

 � ���
 
� Our safe trip to Africa and how he has provided a temporary place 

for us to stay. 
� Friends we have made here. 
� He is always with us wherever we may be and that His strength 

daily comforts us.�
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� Friendships and Divine appointments 

� Wisdom as to how to plan our work and daily lives. 

� Safety both at home and when we travel. 
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We believe that we have enough people “going in backpack with us to Africa”  
through the pledged prayer and financial support, but as of writing this letter we still 
have not yet found a home or purchased a vehicle. It is hard to tell what exact needs 
remain. But God knows, and we thank you for your faithfulness. 

Please do not send support for us to Wycliffe Bible Translators as they will no 
longer forward gifts to us. Gifts of support should be sent to The Word for the 
World address in Colorado, or through your local church office which may for-
ward it onto The Word for the World for you. Also, please do not send checks 
or cash overseas.  
 

With each gift you should receive a receipt. The Word for the World is a 501 
(c)(3) non profit religious organization. Gifts are tax deductible.                                      

  
Learn more about The Word for the World at www.TheWordForTheWorld.org. 
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Are you afraid and deep inside really whimpering like Isaac was -- feeling alone 
and questioning where you are, or where God is in your life? 
 
Isaac is still adjusting to Africa. He occasionally cries (especially when he’s 
disciplined �  ) to return to what he knew was “home” in the United States. But he’s 
learning to enjoy many good things in the beautiful land where God has us now. 

Part of maturity is realizing that our hearts are not meant to be fully satisfied on this earth. We were meant 
for much greater things than what we see around us. We are all learning that. 
 
When it is difficult we trust that our God is there and He 
hears when we cry out to Him. Be honest and tell Him 
what frightens you deep down inside. Trust him and let 
Him tell you “I’m here. I’m your friend.” 
 
Grab a pen and write briefly what things really scare you:  
1. ______________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________ 
3. ______________________________________ 
 
Have you trusted God in these things? If not what can you do right now to know that He is there when you 
need Him?    _______________________________________________________________________ 
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Briefly! 


